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Available online: introduced profound challenges to the foundations of public law. At the center of
September 11, 2026 these concerns lies the principle of human dignity, which serves as the cornerstone

of constitutional order and a normative constraint on the exercise of public power.
This principle is increasingly threatened by phenomena such as depersonalized
authority, opaque decision-making, statistical discrimination, and diminished
accountability. This article adopts a descriptive-analytical and comparative
approach to reassess the relationship between human dignity and smart
governance within the framework of the Iranian public legal system. It first explores
the philosophical and Islamic foundations of human dignity, offering a conceptual
framework for the ensuing analysis. It then examines how selected legal systems,
namely Germany, France, and Canada, have integrated dignity-based safeguards
into their digital regulatory frameworks. The Iranian context is critically assessed
in light of existing legislative, institutional, and procedural gaps. The article
concludes by proposing a set of structural and normative reforms, including the
enactment of a comprehensive Al law, the establishment of an independent
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Accountabifity ' to contest automated decisions. The ultimate aim is to provide a normative and

operational framework that aligns smart governance with the fundamental values
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g of Iranian public law.
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Extended Abstract

The accelerating integration of intelligent
technologies such as artificial intelligence
(Al), big data analytics, and automated
decision-making into the public sector has
given rise to a new paradigm known as
“smart governance.” While this
transformation holds the promise of
increased efficiency, transparency, and
predictive capacity in administrative
systems, it simultaneously raises serious
normative concerns about the
preservation of foundational principles in
public law. At the forefront of these
concerns is the principle of human dignity,
which serves not only as a moral value but
also as a legal constraint on public
authority and a cornerstone of legitimacy
in democratic constitutional systems.

In the Iranian context, human dignity is
enshrined in multiple constitutional
provisions and embedded in Islamic
jurisprudential philosophy. However, the
absence of a comprehensive legal
framework governing digital governance,
the weak presence of independent
oversight bodies, and the prioritization of
technical efficiency over normative
safeguards have exposed the legal system
to risks that erode dignity. This article
aims to explore whether and how the
principle of human dignity can be
meaningfully safeguarded within the
evolving architecture of smart governance
in Iran.

1. Research Questions:

1. To what extent does smart
governance  challenge  the
constitutional commitment to
human dignity in Iran?

2. What regulatory models have
been adopted in leading
jurisdictions  to  harmonize
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intelligent public administration
with human dignity?

3. What legal and institutional
reforms are necessary to
develop a dignity-based
framework for smart
governance in Iran?

2. Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive—
analytical and comparative legal method.
It is grounded in the analysis of
constitutional texts, legislative
frameworks, policy papers, and judicial
decisions in selected legal systems, namely
Germany, France, Canada, and the
European Union. The study also draws
upon interdisciplinary literature in legal
philosophy, technology ethics, and
administrative law to establish a robust
theoretical foundation.

3. Findings

The study reveals a conceptual and
practical tension between the logic of
algorithmic governance and the human-
centered values underpinning public law.
While smart systems can enhance
operational effectiveness, they often risk
depersonalizing decision-making,
introducing opacity, undermining
accountability, and reinforcing structural
discrimination. This tension is particularly
acute in jurisdictions lacking robust legal
safeguards.

The comparative analysis shows that
leading legal systems have actively
responded to these risks by integrating
human dignity as a central design principle
in the regulation of digital technologies.
Germany’s constitutional jurisprudence
emphasizes the non-negotiability of
dignity even in crises. The EU’s Al Act
classifies systems based on the degree of
risk to fundamental rights and explicitly
bans dignity-infringing practices such as

Mahdi Moradi Berelian, Mohammad Ghasem Tangestani. Re-examining the Principle of Human Dignity in Iranian
Public Law in the Era of Smart Governance: Normative Foundations, Legal Challenges, and Regulatory Pathways (A
Comparative Study)



&

Comparative Law Quarterly

social ~ scoring.  France  combines
regulatory oversight with constitutional
principles to prohibit algorithmic profiling
and ensure citizen control over data-
driven decisions. Canada demonstrates
promising institutional innovations in
judicial scrutiny of automated decisions
and algorithmic audits, although it faces its
normative challenges.

4. Conclusion

The Iranian legal system possesses rich
normative resources, both constitutional
and jurisprudential, for embracing a
human dignity-centered approach to
smart governance. However, these values
must be translated into operational
safeguards through:

e Enactment of a comprehensive
Al and digital governance law
rooted in dignity-based
principles;
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e Establishment of an
independent regulatory
authority  for algorithmic
accountability;

e Development of procedural
guarantees such as the right to
explanation, human oversight,
and effective remedies;

e Empowerment of citizens
through legal literacy and access
to data rights.

This paper contributes to the emerging
field of  dignity-oriented  digital
governance and offers a blueprint for
aligning technological transformation with
the foundational commitments of Iranian
public law. It also bridges Islamic ethical
jurisprudence with global regulatory
innovations, demonstrating that a values-
driven approach to smart governance is
both  normatively = desirable  and
institutionally feasible.
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