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Abstract

The present study aims to investigate the protection of client confidentiality by
lawyers within the legal systems of Iran and the United States, employing a
descriptive-analytical method. The principle of justice in legal systems prohibits
lawyers from disclosing client secrets to ensure fairness in legal proceedings, as
human dignity is valued above any means of achieving success. In Iran's legal
system, the preservation of individuals' secrets is supported by jurisprudential
principles. In contrast, the American legal system, grounded in common law
doctrine and legislative emphasis, prioritizes the non-disclosure of client secrets
as a fundamental aspect of the judicial process. Although the U.S. system appears
to have a more robust framework to prevent unauthorized disclosure of client
information, making such breaches highly unlikely, the legislature also mandates
that judicial authorities utilize their capacities to obtain evidence to substantiate
claims. Consequently, the legal obligation for a lawyer to disclose client information
is generally not permissible in the U.S. system. Conversely, in Iran, the legislature
grants authorities the power, under various laws, to compel lawyers to provide
client information when necessary. This study endeavors to analyze the structure
of confidentiality between lawyers and clients from the perspectives of these two
legal systems.

*Corresponding Author: Mahdi Meyhami

Address: Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.

Email: Mmevhamy@gmail.com

Paria Fattahi, Mahdi Meyhami, Mojtaba Dehghandar, Esmaiel Shahsavandi. Comparative Analysis of the Protection
of Client Confidentiality by Lawyers in Iranian and American Legal Systems

Volume 9. Issue 4. Serial Number 20. Winter 2025. Pages 117 to 133.



https://doi.org/10.22080/lps.2025.26968.1671
mailto:Mmeyhamy@gmail.com

Volume 9. Issue 4. Serial Number 20. Winter 2025. Pages 117 to 133.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The lawyer and the client work together to
advance the proceedings in their favor by
presenting valid documents and sound
arguments. Before the court session
begins, the client provides the lawyer with
all relevant raw information so that the
lawyer, using the art of advocacy, can
organize and present it in a clear and
acceptable manner for the court. To
enhance the lawyer’s understanding, the
client strives to supply as much necessary
information as possible. Sometimes, the
client discloses information voluntarily or
involuntarily that may not initially seem
related to the case but becomes relevant
out of necessity. However, the client has
not consented to disclose this information,
and even in confidentiality agreements,
emphasis is placed on protecting such
disclosures. Revealing this information
could potentially expedite the court’s
handling of the matter, but the client’s
dissatisfaction with disclosure remains a
primary concern, as it relates to
preserving  their  reputation  and
character—an important consideration in
this context. Consequently, the principle
of justice in legal systems prohibits
lawyers from revealing client secrets to
ensure fairness in the legal process, as
human dignity is valued above any means
of achieving success. In Iran’s legal system,
the confidentiality of individuals is upheld
with jurisprudential support. Therefore,
the confidentiality between a lawyer and
client is not merely a legal construct in
Iran but is grounded in ethical principles
supported by jurisprudence.

In this description, the legislator has
made every effort to ensure that a lawyer's
obligation to maintain client
confidentiality is neither overlooked nor
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violated under any circumstances.
Although in some cases this issue receives
insufficient attention and actions contrary
to established customs and jurisprudence
occur, the American legal system, guided
by legal doctrine within the common law
framework, treats the non-disclosure of
client secrets as a fundamental priority in
judicial proceedings. Compared to Iran,
the enforcement and emphasis on
preventing unauthorized disclosure of
client information appear to be more
effective and systematic in the United
States, making it highly unlikely for a
lawyer to reveal a client's confidential
information. Additionally, the legislator
has mandated that judicial authorities
utilize their capacities and resources to
gather evidence and prove claims,
focusing efforts on collecting information
and documents without pressuring
lawyers  to  disclose  confidential
information. This environment fosters
maximum trust between clients and
lawyers, creating a conducive atmosphere
for cooperation. Consequently, the legal
system in the United States generally
prohibits compelling lawyers to disclose
client information. In contrast, Iran's legal
system grants legislators the authority,
under various laws, to require lawyers to
provide client information when deemed
necessary.

2. Method
The present study employed a descriptive-

analytical method, utilizing library
research.
3. Results

The findings of the present study indicate
that the American legal system offers
broader protection of client
confidentiality compared to the Iranian
legal system.
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4. Conclusion

The results indicate that client
confidentiality in Iran's legal system can be
breached by a judge, as lawyers are often
required to disclose information in most
cases according to explicit legislative
provisions. In contrast, under the
American legal system, courts cannot
compel lawyers to reveal unauthorized
information, and judges do not possess
such authority.
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