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Abstract

The phenomenon of working and street children is one of the social problems that
is in conflict with the culture and value system of Iranian society. Examining the
course of legislative and policy-making developments in this area shows that in
facing this phenomenon, there have been three general approaches of "denial’,
"confrontation" and "support". The application of these approaches in responding
to the phenomenon of working children in different social systems has resulted in
various legal response patterns, programs and plans. In this article, relying on the
analytical descriptive method and using the sources obtained from the document
study method, we have done a comparative study of the patterns of legal response
to the phenomenon of child labor in the laws of Iran and America, And we show
what model these legal systems have used to respond to the phenomenon of
working and street children and how efficient these models have been in dealing
with the phenomenon of working and street children.The results of this study show
that despite the fact although both countries have ratified international
conventions for the protection of children's rights, the will of the policy makers in
these two countries to implement these conventions and adopt a protective
approach towards working children. is significantly different.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Over the past few decades, Iranian society
has experienced rapid and extensive
changes in its demographic structure and
socio-economic conditions. The increase
in population growth rate, economic
instability, =~ unemployment,  income
inequality, addiction and poverty are
among the most important of these
changes, which, along with the
development of urbanization caused by
the migration of unemployed people and
the influx of refugees from neighboring
countries and some other developments,
have affected the social system of Iran.
Unpleasant things like working and street
children. The phenomenon of street
children, especially working children, is an
important problem that exists in various
social systems, including Iran and the
United States. Employing children in any
work that deprives them of the
opportunity to study and grow and is
harmful to their physical and mental
health is always known as a manifestation
of the violation of children's rights and a
form of exploitation and abuse. Very low
wages, very low probability of strike,
greater obedience and lack of awareness
of their legal rights are among the features
that make child labor very attractive for
profit-seeking employers. According to a
statistic, in 2020, approximately 160
million  children  were  employed
worldwide. Usually, the majority of these
children are employed in dangerous jobs
that endanger their health, safety and
moral development. According to the data
of the International Labor Organization
(ILO), in 2020 there were about 7.9 million
working children in Iran, which
constituted 9.3% of the total population of
children aged 5 to 17 in the country. Most
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of these children are employed in the
agricultural sector and a significant
number have been engaged in service,
production and construction industries.
The issue of working children is more
serious in developing and poor countries.
Poverty, addiction, injustice and socio-
economic inequalities, lack of access to
education, weakness in public services,
the influence of some cultural and
religious beliefs, as well as the lack of
serious political will for the strict
implementation of international
agreements are among the main factors. It
affects the work situation of children. In
addition to these factors, we can mention
the occurrence of environmental crises,
outbreaks of epidemic diseases such as
Corona, and military conflicts. The
purpose of this article is to examine the
legal dimensions of street children's work
in Iran and the United States, with a
special focus on child labor control
programs based on city laws. To achieve
this goal, this article relies on the
descriptive-analytical =~ method  using
scientific articles, books and reports of
international organizations such as ILO
and the United Nations, first by providing
an overview of international and domestic
laws related to children's rights and their
work. Pays, begins. Then it details the legal
frameworks and the strengths and
weaknesses of the programs created in
Iran and the United States, which were
formed to deal with child labor. Finally,
this article examines different approaches
in Iran and the United States and its
impact on the lives of working children,
and how to deal with working children
based on urban rights.

2. Research Methodology

This research is typically in the category of
descriptive-analytical researches and
from the methodology point of view, it
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relies on documentary data derived from
the library method. Accordingly, the data
collection instrument is the use of tools
such as taking notes that is used in library
research. In this regard, sources related to
the subject of research, including books,
articles, laws, regulations, dissertations
and sometimes news reports and other
relevant sources have been collected and
analyzed.

3. Research Findings

The phenomenon of working and street
children is one of the social problems that
is in conflict with the culture and value
system of Iranian society. Examining the
course of legislative and policy-making
developments in this area shows that in
facing this phenomenon, there have been
three general approaches of "denial",
"confrontation” and “support". The
application of these approaches in
responding to the phenomenon of
working children in different social
systems has resulted in various legal
response patterns, programs and plans. In
this article, relying on the analytical
descriptive method and using the sources
obtained from the document study
method, we have done a comparative
study of the patterns of legal response to
the phenomenon of child labor in the laws
of Iran and America, and we show that
these legal systems are facing With the
phenomenon of working and street
children, what model did he wuse to
respond and how effective were these
models in dealing with the phenomenon of
working and street children. The results of
this study show that despite the fact that
both countries have ratified international
conventions for the protection of
children's rights, the will of the policy
makers in these two countries to
implement these conventions and adopt a
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protective approach towards working
children. is significantly different.

4. Conclusion

To further expand the comparative
analysis of the legal frameworks of child
labor in Iran and the United States, it is
important to note that the weakness in
education and economic opportunities in
Iran has contributed to the high rate of
child labor in Iran. Many of these children
work long hours in dangerous conditions
and receive little or no pay. In contrast, the
United States has more developed
educational and economic systems that
provide more opportunities for children to
attend school and access more secure
forms of employment. Today, the lack of
sufficient attention to the underlying
causes and macro-level variables to
improve the economic situation of
working children and their families has
caused organizing activities in Iran to
move mainly at the level and the main part
of energy, financial and human resources.
Engage in striking and symbolic (not
fundamental) measures, including quick
and hasty removal of children from the
streets, temporary  detention  in
government centers and returning them
to their cities. It will not be possible to
solve the problem of street children unless
there is a serious determination to reduce
the mentioned problems and to adopt
appropriate foreign and domestic policies
to realize it. Plans to collect and organize
street children is the main approach of the
government in facing the issue of street
children. Collecting and organizing has a
simplistic view of street children. In this
view, children, regardless of their social
and economic backgrounds and their role
as small family breadwinners, gather from
the streets and return to the streets again
in an inevitable process. This is while
solving the problem of street children in
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Iran requires serious determination and
persistent efforts of government systems
with the participation of civil society in
reducing and controlling the background
factors affecting the reproduction of
street children and planned measures to
empower children and their families to It
is the place where children rush out of the
street.
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! - Human Rights Watch. (2019). Iran: Children as
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children-young-8-years-old-working-laborers

2 - Human Rights Watch. (2019). Iran: Protecting
street children requires policy change. Retrieved
from

https://www.hrw.org /news /2019 /06 /11 /iran-
protecting-street-children-requires-policy-change
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